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Police are again urging
grey nomads to understand -
and adhere to - weight limits

With caravan rollovers
continuing to occur on a
regular basis, more and more
attention is inevitably being
focussed on driver skills and
on correct rig weights.

A recent social media post
which claimed 65 of the 72
caravans and motorhomes
weighed by police in a random
stop at Capella in Queensland
were found to be overweight
has gone viral.

However, Queensland police
say the weighing event re-
ferred to in the post is actually
three years old.

Nonetheless, they say, the les-
sons remain relevant.

“As part of our ongoing
commitment to road safety
throughout Central Region,
police will periodically
intercept and weigh vehicles
towing trailers, caravans, boats
and horse floats, and provide
unsafe vehicles with directions
to fix any issues identified at
the next available opportuni-
ty,” a police spokesperson told
the GNT. “Whilst many of the
vehicles weighed have been
overweight, the majority of
the time this can be corrected
by moving items between the
vehicle and their van/trailer,
and vice versa.”

Police said that failure to
comply with weight limits can
make vehicles unstable caus-

Police use scales to weigh a caravan at a Gin Gin rest area this year

ing accidents that can result
in serious harm to road

users.

“Motorists need to be aware
of their vehicle’s gross vehicle
mass (GVM), their van/ trailer
aggregated mass (ATM) and
their combined Gross Com-
bination Mass (GCM),” the
spokesperson said. “When
towing, police urge all motor-
ists to be aware of and avoid
sudden accelerating, braking
or steering manoeuvres, con-
sider additional stopping time
and maintaining larger gaps
when following other vehicles,
and account for the additional
length and slower rate of

acceleration when turning or
over-taking.”

Police regularly attend caravan
and camping shows providing
education and advice on how
to work out weights, and they
also conduct caravan educa-
tional sessions.

At one held at a rest area at
Gin Gin in Queensland earlier
this year, officers weighed
caravans and vehicles, and
provided advice on proper
packing so that weight is
evenly divided over axles.
Police there found that 90% of
caravanners had no idea how
much weight they should be
towing, or if they had packed

PIC: Queensland Police

their van and vehicle correctly.

As well as a growing focus

on weight education, there
also remain persistent voices
calling for the introduction of
some sort of compulsory tow-
ing course for caravanners.
With the caravan and camp-
ing lifestyle booming, the
National Transport Research
Organisation (NTRO), for ex-
ample, has previously said ac-
credited training for first-time
towers could be an important
step towards improving road
safety.

o When was the last time you
weighed your rig?

Click to comment
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‘This is the life

Russell and Sandra’s love of
the lifestyle started slowly
... and then picked up pace

For some grey nomads,
full-time life on the road is
something of a leap into the
unknown while, for oth-

ers - like Russell and Sandra
Kelly - it's more of a natural
progression.

The couple bought their first
caravan, a 16’ Jayco, back in
2008 and spent several years
taking short trips and mainly
staying in van parks, How-
ever, in 2011, they took a trip
to Alice Springs and came
home to Central Victoria via
the Oodnadatta Track ... and
everything changed!

“We updated our caravan to a
Supreme Classic and updated
several items including the
suspension to make the van
semi offroad,” said Russell.
“Our first big trip in this van
was to the Birdsville Races
via Tibooburra and Cameron
Corner and then we did a bit
of a Queensland circuit to
Boulia and Longreach ... we
really had the bug for Outback
travel then”

The next step in their progres-
sion to full-time travel was
when they took long-service
leave from their jobs in 2015
and travelled to Cape York,
doing the Old Telegraph
Track, and into Arnhem Land
and across to Darwin.

“We both had trouble settling
back into work after this trip,”
admitted Russell.

So, when they both retired in

€ |

Russell and Sandra (above leff) fravel in a Mazda BT50 and a Supreme caravan (fop).

for us!’

Their trip to Cape York (above right) whetted their appetite for adventure.

early 2022, there was only one
thing on their minds ... an-
other big trip! They spent five
months travelling up to the
Kimberley, including the Gibb
River Road and Mitchell Falls,
before following the coast
down to Geraldton and inland
to Kalgoorlie, and home.

That was finally enough to
make the pair realise that life
on the road with no time re-

strictions was the life for them.

“When we got home, we rent-
ed our house out and started
our life as grey nomads,” said
Russell. “We are still travelling

with our 2013 Supreme cara-
van now but have upgraded
our 2011 Mazda BT50 dual
cab ute to a 2023 Mazda BT50
extra cab”

Until recently, they also trav-
elled with a roof top tent for
when they got into the rough
stuff like crossing the Simpson
Desert, but both being in their
60s they have now called time
on that ‘before one of us falls
down the ladder’.

The couple, who mainly free
camp, say they never wanted
to ‘do the lap’ but pick destina-
tions and then slowly make

their way there with no book-
ings or definite route of travel.
“We believe that we have
slipped into this lifestyle very
easily because we have been
doing this for quite a while
prior to our retirement and
had worked out what we liked
and didn't like,” said Russell.
“In our first trip in retirement
we travelled quickly as we had
done while working, but have
now slowed to a much more
relaxed and affordable pace ...
we love this lifestyle and would
recommend it to anyone.”
Click to comment
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Greylomad Tings
The lows ... and highs

After severe storm damage,
could a cable car be the best
way to ensure cave access?

Most grey nomads will be all
too familiar with the devas-
tation that Australia’s wild
weather can wreak. Whether it
be bushfires, floods, or extreme
winds, nature’s fury regularly
sees roads, campsites, and
national parks closed ... and
infrastructure like boardwalks
and lookouts badly damaged.
Sometimes repairs can cost
millions of dollars and take
many years to carry out, often
in the hope that the investment
will ‘future proof” access.

And potential solutions are be-
coming ever-more innovative.
A case in point is one of NSW’s
most stunning natural attrac-
tions, the limestone formations
of the Jenolan Caves. For most
visitors to the southern Blue
Mountains National Park, a
viewing of the labyrinth of
stalactite-lined chasms carved
by underground rivers is an
absolute must ... or at least it
used to be.

Jenolan Caves has been closed
to the public since extreme
rainfall flooded buildings

and caused landslips back in

éiabilisahon work is being carried out

April, 2024. And, for several
years before that, the precinct
had been subject to a series of
disaster-related closures.
While Transport for NSW is
carrying out slope repairs and
strengthening work on access
roads, the construction of a
cableway system is now also
being considered to guarantee
future access.

A spokesperson for the Jenolan
Caves Reserve Trust told the
GNT there was a commitment
to reopening the caves in 2026

S 5

PIC: Transport for NSW

... and keeping them open.

“A whole-of-government
approach is being applied to
consider future options for
access, including potential
non-road options which have
been explored in the Jenolan
Caves Access Options Analysis

Report,” the spokesperson said.

“The report was completed

by consultants for the Jeno-
lan Caves Reserve Trust, and
concluded a cableway (gon-
dola) was the most viable and
feasible option to consider as a

Will something like this help
people access the caves?

non-road option”

The gondola option was pre-
ferred to a funicular railway
due to cost, environmental
impact and constructability.
“The proposed travel time on
a gondola would be approxi-
mately 5.5 minutes, with a
500-metre drop in elevation
over a one-kilometre travel
path,” said the spokesperson.
“However, no decision has
been made to build this infra-
structure”

Given that, prior to the clo-
sures, the Jenolan precinct at-
tracted around 225,000 visitors
per year, it is understandable
there is strong determination
to find a permanent solution.
And the report apparently
suggests a gondola could help
facilitate up to 900,000 visitors
per year.

Click to comment
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A mountain must ;¢

WA’s much-loved bushland
country music festival, the
AFGRI Mountain Country
Music Muster, is back for 2025
... and grey nomads are being
invited to dust off their cow-
boy hats and hitch up their
trailers!

Nestled at the foot of the
spectacular Stirling Ranges,
this three-day celebration of
country music, community
spirit, and camping under the
stars will take place from Oc-
tober 30 to November 2 at the
beautiful Mt Trio Bush Camp
& Caravan Park.

“There’s nothing else quite like
it,” said Muster organiser, John
Byrne. “It's country music in
its natural home ... surround-
ed by gum trees, mountains,
and mates”

The 2025 line-up features a
mix of beloved country acts
and rising stars, with live stage
performances from the back
of vintage farm trucks and the
ever-popular Poets’ Breakfast.

Steampunk

The Steampunk Victori-
ana Fair - to be held in the
NSW town of Goulburn on
October 18 - offers visitors
the chance to travel through
time ... as it never was.

The retro-futuristic fair has
clothing, art, music and so
much more on offer, plus

a chance to dress up in the
genre that melds the classical
Victorian era with indus-

omad [imes

Headline acts include country
artist, Justin Standley; enter-
tainer extraordinaire, Amber
Joy Poulton; and singer-song-
writer, Connie Kis Andersen.
Festival goers can also enjoy

Fair rolls in to Goulburn

trial progress and all things
powered by steam. There will
also be an array of fantastic
food and Steampunk-themed
market stalls. The event is
held at the Goulburn Historic
Waterworks, situated on the
beautiful Wollondilly River,
and tours of the building will
be available.

Click here for further infor-
mation.

The muster fea-
tures many live
stage performa-
ces (above), and
is very popular
with audiences
(leff) pICs: AFGRI
Mountain Country
Music Muster

great camping, a licensed bar
and food vans on site, local
market stalls, bush dancing,
and much more.

Click here for further infor-
mation.

3% Events on
=2 ¢ the horizon
» Griffith Spring Fest

The inland NSW city of
Griffith is gearing up for
the eagerly anticipated
Griffith Spring Fest, which
runs from October 12-25.
Highlights include the
chance to see more than
60 sculptures made from
locally grown oranges and
grapefruit, to explore some
of the region’s finest private
gardens, and to enjoy a
lively street party.

» Kakadu Bird Week
» Bloom Festival

» Darwin International
Laksa Festival

» Coonawarra Caber-
net Celebrations

» A Natural Escape

» Riverland Rose and
Garden Festival

» Sculptures in the
Garden

» Royal Geelong Show
» Lost & Found Festival

» Flinders Island Agri-
cultural Show

» Orange Wine Festival

» Murrumbateman Field
Days

» Rodeo by the Sea

» Eat Drink Play
Gippsland
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Share your thoughts
with fellow nomads
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Re: 12 Apostles fee pro-

posal (GNT: 358). Charging
Australians to visit a War
Memorial is immoral. I, for
one, will never pay to travel
on the Great Ocean Road ...

a National War Memorial
constructed by ex-servicemen
from The Great War.

Vince C

Why don’t we put a turnstile
on every natural attraction ...
maybe the beaches, too?

Sue Mc

A small fee would be accept-
able.
JenG

I say absolutely not, it is a dis-
graceful proposal. What next a
fee to climb Anzac Hill in Al-
ice Springs to view the town?
Charge to enter any of the
state’s botanical gardens? A
fee in WA to wander through
Kings Park? A fee to look at
the Flinders Rangers in SA?
The fact that the government
in Victoria cannot manage

a budget should not impact
on the people is right to see a
natural wonder.

Klaus S

There should be no charge. I
was there when Toyota drove
across London Bridge for
advertising. A week later, it
collapsed.

Garry D

For a start, the roads need fix-
ing. Everything is overpriced.
Food prices are exorbitant
and souvenirs the same. Look
at the prices of helicopter
sightseeing tours ... just unbe-
lievable! Anything to extract
money from tourists.
Michael B

Yes, I think it should come
to protect the place. Bad
behaviour at visitor sites is
becoming more common, as
is vandalism. We visited the
Head of Bight whale watch-
ing site. Once whale season is

Letters to the Editor

Wheel taken

While grey nomads are very
much aware of the need

to take sensible steps to
protect their often-expensive
caravans from thieves, not as
much focus is put on wheels
... but perhaps it should be!

declared, you pay to come in.
Before and after that, it is free.
But it protects the infrastruc-
ture that is built to provide a
good visitor experience.

Gill K

When you can hold back the
tides and control evolution,
then you can charge people to
stop looking. I first saw these
Apostles 65 years ago and
they were pretty much joined
together, but tidal wash has
separated them to what they
are today. Accept it for what it
is. Almost as bad as a politi-
cian saying ‘I can repair it’.

Stan G

Thieves jacked up the caravan and snatched one of the wheels

One unlucky vanner recently
returned to their rig, which
was parked on Main Street in
the tiny rural community of
Owen in South Australia’s Ad-
elaide Plains, to find their dual
axle caravan had been jacked

Would be nice if there were
still 12 Apostles to see! With
the weather and the ocean tak-
ing them away, how can you
justify a fee to see something
that is not 12 anymore? The
next move would be to charge
us all once we leave our front
door. The country has too
many attractions now that
have a fee to enter.

Elisabeth O’'N

Most tourism precincts will
bend over backwards to at-
tract visitors. Then, when they
come, they roll out the wel-
come mat and do all they can
to get them to stay longer and

PIC: SAPOL

up and a wheel stolen! Police
are investigating. Owen is
about 80 kilometres north of
Adelaide.

* Have you ever had anything
stolen while on the road?
Email us here to share

bring their mates. It would be
hard to think of a more effec-
tive way to turn away visitors
than what is being proposed.
It will certainly work for me
because I'll stay well away!
Des S

The plan to charge a fee to see
the 12 Apostles is appalling.
They are a creation of nature,
not man made. The visitor
centre is absolutely unneces-
sary ... imagine the destruc-
tion to the environment
during its construction. All
can be seen without human
interference.

Regina G
Page 5
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SmartBar Photo
of the Month

Congratulations to An-
thony and Vicki Little for
their colourful shot of the
Olgas.

“The photo was taken of
the Olgas viewed from
the west, through the
Great Central Road,” said
Anthony.

The photograph wins this
month’s SmartBar Photo
of the Month competition.
Graham picks up a $50
ARB voucher, courtesy of
our competition sponsor,
SmartBar.

-4 Letters to the Editor

Share your thoughts
with fellow nomads
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To enter next month’s competition, email your original entry to
photo@thegreynomads.com.au and supply brief details about where and
when the pic was taken.

Click here for terms and conditions.

Re: Eating on the road (GNT:
358). We just travelled across
the NT from Qld to WA and
were completely surprised

at the great quality and
reasonable pricing offered

at the roadhouses along the
route.

Rob & Kaye H

We try to be self-sufficient,
buying good quality ingredi-
ents ... local, where possible.
The quality of bought food out
is pretty poor and unhealthy.
Cafes, hotels and now even
clubs often rely on frozen

products that are quickly
deep fried, usually served on
a huge bed of chips. The same
boring menu over again, and
way too much for our smaller
appetites. Now, we order one
meal and state we will be
sharing and ask if we can have
an extra plate. So far, no one
has refused this. We eat just
the right amount and, if there
is a choice of chips or veges or
salad, we skip the chips.

Gill K

We're self-sufficient. I can
cook better than so called

‘chefs, and some of the prices
just don’t allow one to eat out
often!

Tony J

Generally, we ensure that
we have sufficient food on
board to last us a few days as
a minimum. An exception
might be if we are crossing a
border where quarantine rules
apply and we minimise fresh
fruit and vegetables. So, we
mostly self-cater and go to a
restaurant or pub for a meal
as a treat. We like to mostly
free-camp where possible,

but also stay in van parks if a
longer stay is planned or the
laundry needs doing. Some
van parks put on a meal one
night a week and we will often
take advantage of that eat-out
opportunity to meet the hosts
and other campers.

Stewart G

Re: Food poll (GNT 358)

81% of respondents chose
Plate 1; 15% chose Plate 2, and
4% said theyd rather go hun-
gry than eat either option!

/&/ la "a/ /
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Share your thoughts
with fellow nomads

4 Letters to the Editor

Re: Sharing driving respon-
sibilities (Jaclyn & Heidi:
GNT 358). Some time ago
there was a story on TV about
a couple who were camping
remotely when hubby fell out
of the door of the caravan and
broke his hip. To get help, the
vehicle had to be driven to a
spot where they had UHF and
phone network access. The
husband had never allowed
his wife to drive the rig so,
with a broken hip, he had to
drive to the rendezvous with
the RFDS! Tell hubby that
if anything happens to him,
you need the experience and
confidence to drive your rig to
find help!

Annette F

We have been caravan-
ning now for nine years. My
husband’s work had him
occasionally driving trucks,
so he was a great instructor
when I first started towing the
van (17 pop-top). Now, he
relaxes with a Sudoku puzzle
or enjoys the scenery as he is
a bit of a ‘tourist, who loves to
look around while we travel.
To Helen, I say jump into the
driver’s seat before Ted can
get his butt in there ... and tell
him you are taking over for a
little while!

Jacquie O

Re: Fighting driving fatigue
(GNT: 357). But what action
should a driver take if they
find they have dozed behind
the wheel? In most cases, the
vehicle drifts to the left down
the camber of the road but it
is usually still parallel to the
line of the road. It is at this
point the wheels hit the dirt
and more often than not the
driver wakes with a start and
over-reacts ... and that is
where the problem starts. If
possible, it would be best to
discipline yourself to freeze

Where is it?

PIC: Russell Kelly

It may not be the easiest place to get to, but this spectacular natural amphitheatre is cer-
tainly worth the effort ... especially if you like to hear yourself sing! So, do you know what
it is called, and where it is? Email us here if you think you know. The first correct answer
drawn will win two Grey Nomad stickers.
The mystery location in GNT 358 was Melrose, South Australia. The winner

was Noel Brown.

on the wheel until you regain

your senses, and then ease

back into the roadway.
Grahame A

Re: Most paid for fuel (Let-
ters: GNT 358). We have just
travelled the Great Central
Road from Laverton to UluXu.
We paid $3.30 for diesel at
Warakurna. But it’s a long way
to cart fuel in and only one
place to get it, so you can’t
complain. Driving slower over
the corrugations reduced the
fuel usage a bit.

Gill K

We paid $2.40 for diesel on
August 31, 2024, at Madura
Pass Oasis Motel on the Eyre
Highway, about 190 kilometres

west of the WA/SA border.
Andrew

We just got back from four
months touring WA top end,
and remote NT. Dearest we
paid for fuel was $3.50 litre at
Roper Bar. If you need it, the
cost is whatever it takes!

Tony R

Mount Dare, SA ... $2.80 for
diesel in 2020. You just have
to pay as there is nowhere
else. The tanker had a four-
day return trip to deliver
fuel so it is what you would
expect.

Cherile H

Nullarbor Roadhouse ... $2.99
per litre.
Kevin R

CARAVANNERS INTERSTATE DELIVERIES

TR

You ring, we bring

My unique service suits:

* One-way holidaymakers

* Retirees with medical
emergencies

* Dealers

* NRMA & RACYV clients

Perth, Darwin, Cairns door to

door in five days

Client referees Australiawide

Wes Bond
Ph: 0474 657 625
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Re: Loch Ard Gorge lookout
(GNT 358). $8 million for
that! What a waste of money.
Completely out of place in
that area. Why do we have
to depart from a simple
lookout and signboard? Are
we feeding some bureaucrat’s
ego?

Alan P

I think the new ‘lookout’
looks horrible. I am only
looking to see the gorge, not
some over designed, award-
winning horrible lookout. Just
build a normal lookout and
people will use it.

Bruce M

We passed through this area
earlier this week. Sadly, Loch
Ard was not open to the pub-
lic. At least your photo shows
what we missed.

Graham J

This may be an impressive
structure with interpretive
meaning and implied links to
the land on which it is built,
but it is a man-made structure
imposing on the natural envi-
ronment. If these structures
were minimised to smaller
designated boardwalks to
protect the natural fauna,
then there would be no need
to impose a fee to view the
Earth’s natural wonders.
Visitors can enjoy a much
better experience seeing these
wonders in the natural set-
ting. There is no place

for these ‘developments’.

In my opinion they detract
from the natural wonder
rather than enhance the

experience.
Memphis M

Re: Great Places (GNT:

358). We stayed in Gilgandra
recently for about four days
staying in a combination of
caravan parks and free camps.

+/ Letters to the Editor

Share your thoughts
with fellow nomads

PIC: Ezza

Adventure awaits! After the research has been done, the perfect rig has been bought, and the
fuel tanks have been filled, there is no better sight in the world than a long, straight, empty

Outback road!

The museum was so well kept
(mostly undercover) and so
interesting for any vintage
vehicle buffs. Lovely little
town!

Lynn K

Re: Showgrounds. In most
issues of the GNT, there is an
article which announces that
this or that council has spent a
significant amount of money
at their showgrounds to
upgrade the facilities so that
grey nomads can be allowed
to stay there. At least once
per year (assuming they have
a show) the locals and visitors
use the existing facilities, so
why are they not suitable for
grey nomads? During the
show there would be a lot
more people using the facili-

ties than a few grey nomads
at other times, so it isn’t an
issue with capacity. I suspect
that it is just an excuse to use
for not making the facilities
available. At one show/sports
ground the facilities consisted
of about six shower heads and
a bench. I was very grateful
that the community provided
and allowed us to use these
facilities.
On many occasions, I have
camped by a creek/waterhole/
river where the only facility
was a tree that had a limb that
I could throw a rope
over to haul up a canvas
shower bucket. If you think
that we live in the land of
the free, then this is what it
means.

Jim K

12-16
JAN
2026
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Dicture puzzle

Answer: Boulder
(Kalgoorlie-Boulder)

Last week: The sec-
ond half of an iconic £
mining fown in WA'’s J&
Goldfields.

Winner: Robert
Broderick

Win grey nomad stickers!

PIC CLUE: Grey nomads
would be wise to book
well in advance if they're
planning on heading to
this north-western tourism
magnet next Dry Season.

Email us the
solution. Winner
announced in
Issue 360.

It°s a wacky world

Magpie swooping season is well and truly
here and that means walkers ... and cyclists ...
had best be on their guard. According to the
Magpie Alert website, almost a third of swooping attacks
are on those riding bikes. So far this year, the site has logged
3,885 attacks, resulting in
442 injuries.
Magpie
swooping
season
lasts about six
weeks when the
birds, which are
protecting their
nests, perceive
passing people
as a threat.

The Grey Area

Quiz corner

1. T am travelling directly between the Tasmanian towns of
Scottsdale and Derby. Which highway will I spend most of
my time on?

2. The Victorian fishing town of Port Fairy was previously

known as Belfast but was re-named:

a) In 1907, in tribute to Tinker Bell,
the famous fairy in of JM Barrie’s

recently-published play, \

Peter Pan, which was causing
a sensation at the time.

b) In 1874, when three
superstitious fishermen ...
brothers Alan, Peter and Tom
Grimm ... landed a massive
haul of tuna off the coast here
on a day when all other boats came
up empty. They put it down to the
work of the ‘fishing fairy’

c) In 1887, after the Fairy, which was the
name of one of the original whaling boats
that first sailed into the area.

3. Goals (anagram). This group of large, domed rock forma-
tions are a stunning Red Centre attraction.

4. It sounds like this Victorian high country town was named
by someone who didn’t like to say no. Just the opposite in
fact.

5. Shortest road distance when travelling via the Nullarbor
between Port Hedland in WA and Port Macquarie in NSW?

a) 2,922 kms

b) 3,847 kms

¢) 5,034 kms
(answers on page 12)

Bob's Cafe
. ER—
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" Greyllomed Tigs

No gaslighting for
portable cooktop

lnnouatlons

ol e

5 Road

For grey nomads who like to
get off the beaten track and to
enjoy a nice hot drink or cook
up a quick meal while they
are there, the issue has always
been needing to stay close
enough to the van to use an
electrical outlet, or to hook a
stove up to a gas bottle.

But a new era is about to
dawn!

US-based company, Lec-

tric Boil, says it is in the

final stages of developing the
Overlander — an innovative
battery-powered induction
cooker and power bank.

It claims the device will be the
first portable induction stove
and generator with a remov-
able battery.

The unit includes two induc-
tion ‘burners, each capable of
1200W of power, and a total of
1kwr of capacity. Lectric Boil
says this is enough to cook for
over an hour on a continuous
boil or 2-3 hours on medium
heat.

The first burner is 25 centi-
metres wide and is capable of
1800W in boost mode. The
second burner is 15 centime-
tres wide and is capable of
1200W, unless the first burner
is in boost mode ... in which
case it can achieve 600W max.

The Overlander is portable and battery powered PIC: Lectrik Boil

Jarret Schlaff, the founder of
Lectric Boil, told the GNT that
the company planned to sell
the Overlander in Australia

in the next two years, and

was working to ensure it can
recharge with 240V, solar, or
12V truck outlet.

“The future of outdoor and
off-grid cooking isn’t fuelled
by propane or gas ... it's pow-
ered by renewable energy; he
said. “Our products are more
than stoves — they’re portable
power solutions built to keep
you safe, prepared, and cook-
ing anywhere without fossil
fuels”

And Mr Schlaff says the ad-

vantages are self-evident.
“Anywhere can be your
kitchen, from a campsite

to the back of your vehicle
while tailgating,” he said. “But
without deadly fumes, without
greenhouse gasses, without
open flames risking wildfires”
The current anticipated retail
price of the Overlander is
US$1,500, although Lectric
Boil says this could be subject
to change as it moves closer to
full-scale production.

o Can you see a use for the
environmentally-friendly
portable cooking device on
your Big Lap?

Click to comment

Survey results

Book bonanza

Chilled-out grey nomads
are pretty serious book-
worms, with a whopping
81% of respondents to our
recent GNT poll on the is-
sue saying they had picked
up a book the previous day.
“My books are my anti-
stress device,” said Annette
E “When I'm lost in a

story, it’s impossible to think
about anything else!”

Nell L also loves her books.
“I like to have one near my
chair and I cart lots in our
van,” she said.

Guy W wasn’t about to turn
any pages, though.

“I am spending more time
reading items on the laptop,
instead,” he said.

Australia is facing a full-
blown housing crisis, but a
recent survey revealed 69%
of empty nester households
had no intention of moving
out of their larger homes. It’s
led to organisations like the
Retirement Living Council
to call for the removal of
financial barriers to encour-
age older Aussies to ‘right-
size’ and free up housing

for young families. Another
idea, of course, would be

to offer incentives for older
Aussies to become full-time
grey nomads, either selling -
or renting out — their homes.

POLL

Should nomads be finan-
cially rewarded for freeing
up the housing stock?

[ YES [l NO

* The most advanced Motorised Satellite TV System on the Australian market

* Australia Wide Coverage

* Dual output LNB, suitable for VAST, Foxtel and Foxtel 1Q.

* Simply select your preferred satellite and press "OK"
* The cost of the unit is $3995.00 including GST

Ph: 1300 139 255

www.satkingpromax.com.au

Page 10

C7Z07 ‘0l 18gold0D ‘4CE aNnss|


mailto:thetimes%40thegreynomads.com.au?subject=Innovations%20of%20the%20road
https://www.satkingpromax.com.au
mailto:thetimes%40thegreynomads.com.au?subject=YES%20-%20Grey%20nomads%20SHOULD%20be%20financially%20rewarded%20for%20freeing%20up%20housing%20stock
mailto:thetimes%40thegreynomads.com.au?subject=NO%20-%20Grey%20nomads%20SHOULD%20NOT%20be%20financially%20rewarded%20for%20freeing%20up%20the%20housing%20stock

Your news and viewsg Email us at thetimes@thegreynomads.com.au

" GreylNomad Tifes
Back 1o Bourke

=, i

The great poet Henry Lawon
wasn't actually writing to grey
nomads when he penned the
phrase ‘If you know Bourke,
you know Australia; ... but he
might as well have been!

Any long-term traveller seek-
ing to understand the history
of this country simply must
visit this unique Outback NSW
town.

Located on the southern bank
of a bend in the Darling River
approximately 370 kilometres
north-west of Dubbo, Bourke
itself boasts a population of
around 1,500.

British explorer, Charles Sturt,
first came here in 1828, but it
wasn't until seven years later
that Sir Thomas Mitchell re-
turned and, following tension
with local indigenous people,
built the small Fort Bourke
stockade.

A couple of decades later, pad-
dle steamers began to arrive
and pastoralists followed as the
stock and wool trade boomed.
In 1883, the iconic North
Bourke Bridge - the oldest
moveable-span bridge in Aus-
tralia — opened, and then came
the railway.

Bourke also used camels for
Outback transport, and the
graves of some of the early Af-
ghan cameleers can be found
in the Bourke Cemetery. Other
gravestone epitaphs here tell
stories of murders, suicides,
police shootouts, and natural
tragedies like drownings and
lightning strikes.

The Back O’ Bourke Informa-
tion and Exhibition Centre sits
on the banks of the Darling
River and uses interactive in-
stallations and screen displays
to bring the stories of those
early explorers, poets, and

bushrangers to stunning life.
Taking a one-hour cruise on
the PV Jandra, a replica of the
old paddle vessels, is another
great way to re-live Bourke’s
days as an important port.
The town boasts some amaz-
ing historical buildings which
recall its prosperous past. The
oldest documented building
is St Ignatius Catholic Church
which opened in 1874; the Post
Office Hotel was built in 1888;
the Court House was built in
1900; the London Bank (now
the Gidgee Guesthouse) was
built in 1888; the old Carriers
Arms Hotel (once a Cobb &
Co stopping point) was built
in 1879; and then there’s the
historic police station which
dates back to the 1800.

As a service town, Bourke has
several good pubs including
the Port of Bourke Hotel, and
some other great places to grab

a bite including the historic
Morrall’s Bakery.

There are numerous other
points of interest around,
including the Bourke Wharf,
which is a replica of the
original wharves in the town.
The wharf is also home to the
Crossley Engine, an oil-fuelled
stationary engine manufac-
tured by the Crossley Brothers
in 1923.

Both the Bourke Aboriginal
Art Gallery and the Back O’
Bourke Gallery are well worth
alook and, 16 kilometres out
of town, is a re-creation of the
original Fort Bourke Stockade.
Poet’s Corner in Bourke’s Cen-
tral Park contains memorial
stones for Henry Lawson, who
spent time here in the early
1890s, as well as other local
writers including Will Ogilvie,
Harry ‘Breaker’ Morant and
Francis Humphris Brown.

A spectacular Outback
sunset over the Darling
River, Bourke (above).

Some visitors to the
area stay at Kidman'’s
Camp, in North Bourke.
(left).

PICs: Destination NSW

There’s also the grave of
famous eye specialist, Fred
Hollows; the Nancy Bird Air
Terminal; and an illustrated
water tower celebrating the
achievements of indigenous
athlete, Percy Hobson.

There’s plenty to enjoy in the
wider area, too, including the
stunning views from Mount
Oxley, 50 kilometres or so to
the south east; and the rock art
at Gundabooka National Park
to the south.

Bourke’s Mitchell Caravan
Park and Kidman’s Camp are
both great options for a stay,
and there are several stations
in the area which also offer
camping. There are some won-
derful, more basic riverfront
camps within striking distance,
as well, including Mays Bend,
Yanda Campground, and the
Darling River Campground.
Click to comment
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‘Our dog chases toads!’

Dear Jaclyn and Heidi,
We've run into an unexpected
problem that has the potential
to derail our trip. Hubby Jack
and I travel with our three-
year-old Fox Terrier, Bones.
He’s well trained and is very
much part of our family. We're
from Tassie and have spent the
last six months slowly mean-
dering up the east coast. We've
decided to take a bit of a pause
though and have just started a
four-month housesitting gig at
a property on the Gold Coast
hinterland. But we hadn’t re-
alised there would be so many
cane toads in the area, and
that Bones would love to hunt
them. Weve already had one
expensive trip to the vet, and
several close shaves. Scarily, we
feel it’s only a matter of time!
And we had planned to head
further north next Dry season.
What can we do??

Pam

ASK JACLYN

and Heidi

ad Times

Our experts solve your grey

nomad etiquette dilemmas

I'm very sorry to hear that
Bones has had to go through
all that, Pam, and I can totally
understand how much of
a worry it must be for you
and Jack. As you know, cane
toad toxins can kill dogs and
Terriers are natural hunters,
so it can be a real problem.
Obviously, the most impor-
tant thing is that you educate
yourselves about cane toads

.. where they are, when they
are most active, and - cru-
cially - what you can do to
keep Bones away from them,
and what to do if he does
ingest toxins. I suspect things
will only get worse when the
area starts to get more rain. It
sounds then like you are just
going to have to modify your
routine whether Bones likes it
or not. I think he is just going
to have to stay on the leash,
particularly around dusk.
Good luck, Pam.

Jaclyn

The fact of the matter is that
Bones is not going to suddenly
stop chasing cane toads, Pam.
In fact, I've heard the toxin can
have a hallucinogenic effect
which some dogs apparently
enjoy! In other words, it’s up
to you and Jack to ensure that
Bones doesn’t continue to get
a cane toad ‘fix’ that could kill
him. It’s not rocket science,
though. You simply can’t have
him roaming free in environ-
ments where cane toads might
be hopping. Assuming he likes
to run free, I would imagine
most dog parks would be free
from cane toads, and - while
you're still housesitting — it’s
probably worth regular trips
to Gold Coast dog-friendly
beaches. And the same princi-
ples will stay in play for the rest
of your trip. Whether it’s by re-
stricting his freedom or head-
ing out of cane toad country,
you have to keep Bones safe.
Heidi
Click to comment

We now have 6,000
Instagram followers

The Grey Nomads Insta-
gram page was launched
in 2018. We are seeking to
bring people together who
share the same dream and
passion to explore Aus-
tralia. Please click below to
follow us:

©

QUIZ CORNER SOLVED

1. Tasman Highway

2. ¢) In 1887, after the
Fairy, which was the
name of one of the
original whaling boats
that first sailed into the
area.

3. Olgas

4. Yea

5. ¢) 5,034 km

FOLLOW THE
GREY NOMADS
ON INSTAGRAM
CLICK HERE

CLASSIFIEDS

FOR SALE

FOR SALE
2020 Nissan Y62 P
Patrol and 2018
Jayco 176 Poptop
Nissan Y62 Patrol, | =
2020 model, =

FOR SALE

2022 NewGen semi
off-road caravan
Single beds.
The inside of the van
is in light airy colors
giving a nice holiday feel. All the usual
inclusions of a new van as listed and or

d. Easily cc ble to a new van.
Prlced to sell but Inspect and make an
offer. Full length awning and shade

71,000 kms, all set up for lawlng, electrlc
brake controller, C

Promaxx exhaust, rear cargo protecti
and more.

Jayco 17’6 Poptop 2018 (model 17.55-8 OB
JD) sleeps 2 dual solar panels, twin agm
batteries, 3 water tanks, Vantec coating,
3000Watt inverter and more

Price: $115,000

Email: kimclampett2@gmail.com

to RHD in 2000.
Rear mounted
Car 3208 and an
Alison Auto Drive this full ﬂbreyass
bodied, 8.5 Ton Beauty.

Electric dash shows 4200 on the rebuilt
(in U.S) engine. 22Lt"100km on a 1500 trip
All new brakes and airbags in 2022.
Current C.0.1 until 7- 2026,

Gas cert on the 23.7.2025.

Front mounted 6.5 KVA Genset.

Interior is very comfortable and crisp,
and in top condition. Many more extras
and inclusions.

Price: $90,000 ono

Email: tsholden@bigpond.com

on 1 end and 1 side. Much more.
Price: $55,000 ONO
Ph: 0429 334 284

2018 Universal
Explorer series 214
Has had little use,
stored undercover.
Dedicated fridge
wire connected via Anderson plug. Auto
sway and Safety Dave reversing camera
with electric brakes. Cassette toilet and
separate shower can be closed off with a
sliding door for privacy and a top loading

g is also in the
cabinetry. 2 freshwater tanks and 1
greywater tank. Solar panels on the roof
feeding into two deep cycle batteries.
Email: gec2114d@gmail.com

1985 Mitsubishi

Canter campertruck ‘ﬁ.

4x4. Fully

refurbished, only

traveled 224,000 kl, drive on car licence.
Located Picton 2571 NSW

Price: $75,000

Call John on 0425 224 228 for details.

FOR SALE
2023 Mars Endurance LR
Lifestyle Camper
Trailer
Set up in minutes — .
push a button to open § 4%
trailer — blow up tent — &S
blow up annexe. No poles - no pegs
Featuring an electronic air blow-up tent
and annexe, queen size bed, slide-out
BBQ kitchen, TV, and more — this camper
is ready to roll and already registered
through to April 2026!
Price:$25,000
Ph: 0411 366 762

FOR SALE
Jeep Wrangler JK
SWE (2010)
3.8 ltr petrol engine
6 speed manual
Rego til 8/3/26 =
Speedo: 167,952 kims =
Tinted windows, LED headlights with LED
lightbar, ‘Tough Dog" lift kit wi adjustable
shock at
Snorkel: AEV. Taw bar: 750 kg & more.
Pro-Tow Predator A frame system,
complete with tow bar hitch
RVIbrake3 remote braking system
Protect-a-Tow stone guard device
Price: $19,500 ONO
Email: w.d.medlam@gmail.com

FOR SALE

2012 Suzuki Grand | L
Vitara stow master E%—-L =

Aframe.

Auto 2 inch lift kit
roof rack awning
(with Tent) rod tube. | 2
All usual Suzuki features Tow har
Email: chris.cilswellness@gmail.com

| e

FOR SALE
Suzuki Ignis 2024 |
Registration until
30th Oct 2025, d
Bought specifically |
to tow behind Motor §5
Home. Fully set up
and ready to go.
Ignis has Android auto and apple care p
lay, fully reverse camera.

Email: granadino98@gmail.com

FORSALE
Spirit of Tasmania G - Devonport
reMJrn.DepanGelonguDec:ZOZS

0830-1900, Day sail. Return 15 March 2026
1845-0600, Night sail. 1 x vehicle towing
high caravan, 13.6m total length

From Gelong. Accommodation, 2 adults
x 2 recliner seats

From D» port. A dati 2
adults x inside private cabin

$2,819 (incl. $50 name change fee)

Ph. 0411 512 513

Concept Innovation
Caravan 670. Yr 2021
Semi Off Road.
Sleeps 2 in exc cond
Vantec treatment
type Exterior &
Interior. C made A 188itr
fridge/freezer. Swift series cooker 3gas
electric stove, grill and range hood. Full
bathroom ite. Washing hi
BMPRO Solar and battery management
system. Single 170W Solar panel.

T10AH Chassis mounted battery. 2x 85Itr
water tanks 1x80itr grey water tank.
Cupboard space galore.

Price: $65,000

Email: patriciarayson@gmail.com
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Housesitting

There are many house-
silting positions available
on the Grey Nomads
website. Click here

CLASSIFIFDS

95,000 Kms well
maintained many
many extras including DP chip, 2001 fuel
tank air bags, front and rear auto satellite
antenna, 600w solar lithium batteries, full
canvass and shade cloth annex, Aussie
traveller anti flappers plus awning bows
Asking $157,500 prepared to negotiate.
Email: loughheadmichael@gmail.com

FOR SALE
Toyota Land Cruiser

VX wagon and m e
Regency “Town and
Country “ 22 foot

caravan. Both as new.

Van is special 3 room model with many

unseen before options. No expense

spared yr 2024. Oodles of storage. Big
hassis and independent susg I

Used only once. Available for $135k.

Buy now for $255k for the pair and save

$15,000.

Email: foreverabundant@yahoo.com

FOR SALE
Combo Caravan B 7R
& SUV 2020 -
Jayco Journey [
Tourer 18:55-3
JY-MY 2020.
40,000km. Solar, Leather coffee lounge,
full Kitchen, Washing machine, full size
Frig, gas oven, O/H Bed Fans, Reversing
Camera, wheel lock, unused Jayco water-

proof cover.

Holden Colorado Trailblazer 2020
60,000km

Combo Deal $105,000 will consider split
sale. Both only Highway Km's

Email: barbaras@sealabs.com.au

FOR SALE
Seitz Heki 2 hatch parts.
2 internal screens
and blinds: $250 each
Clear perspect dome
cover. 960 x 655 covering
area: $350
1x 3 kw Wren air command
AC + heater: $450
Email: sceetsS7@gmail.com

HELP WANTED

LINDSAY POINT, VIC

We are seeking a Mechanic to
assistant us with our upcoming
almond harvest. This position will
commence in February 2026 for ap-
proximately 8-12 Weeks. Basic weld-
ing skills are highly desirable. This
is potentially a reoccurring position
for the right applicant. 20 minutes
from Renmark SA. Click here.

ke

GOODIWINDI, QLD

Truck drivers wanted for harvest,
Goondiwindi Area. Advantageous
if you have chaser bin and auger
experience. Start around mid to late
October for 2-3 weeks. Above award
hourly rate paid. Free power and
water available on site. Click here.

ke

RAVENSTHROPE, WA

Individual or couple wanted to join
our small team on a temporary basis
of 2 to 4 months at Green Haven
Tourist Park. A powered site with
water and a gas bottle is supplied
in return for assisting the perma-
nent camp host. The role involves
integrating with guests, registering
guests twice a week, organizing
recycle and rubbish bins and some
ground work. Click here.

ke

LOCKHART, NSW

Truck driver with MC- tipper experi-
ence wanted. Power/water site pro-
vided. The role would include cart-
ing grain from the paddock to our
on farm storage facility (20 000t).
Above award rate hourly pay (happy
to accommodate ‘flexible’ payment
options if so required). 8hour shifts
ok, happy for you to do longer if you
like. Start mid Nov. Click here.

ke

JULIA CREEK REGION, QLD
Caretaker couple required for Cattle
Property. One above award wage
position that can be shared between
a couple. Lovely fully furnished and
air-conditioned cottage.Start end of
Oct to at least Apr 2026. Click here.

€ cMvrARMS

CASUAL HARVEST WORKERS

Hiring for our 2024 pistachio harvest:

- Harvest Maintenance Hands
- Truck Drivers (HC & LF Licences Required)
- Harvest Machinery Operators

Approximately 3-5 weeks work typically
starting lafe February (exact timing seasonal).
Harvest sets require two operators, great
opportunity for couples wanting to work
together. Caravan parking with basic
ammenities as well as double and single
ensuited rooms available on application and
at no charge. Above award pay rates
offered. Located in Robinvale, Victoria.

Email enquiries to
cmvfarms.robinvale@cmv.com.au

@CM\!SAFE

ADIVISION OF @ CMVGROUP

KINGSTON ON MURRAY, SA
Vintage MC Truck Drivers wanted.
Role includes carting grapes from
our Vineyards to Winery safely
whilst to adhering to booking dead-
line, Maintaining equipment to a
high standard, other general respon-
sibilities. Role is 3 Feb - 18 April,
2026. Competitive wages. Click here

Fkk

MIDWEST WA

Farm sitter experienced with stock
wanted from first wk of Jan 2026
through to second wk of March,
2026. There is, for the right person
employment available on farm also
for this period of time. 35km from
Three Springs, with iga, butcher
and hardware. Coast is 90km away.
Click here.

Fkk

ONGERUP, WA

Harvest Help Wanted — Groundper-
son Role (Oct-Dec, Ongerup, WA)
We’re looking for a reliable, hands-
on person to join us for harvest
from October to December in the
Ongerup area. The role includes:
Assisting with loading trucks,
Shifting field bins and gear, General
support with harvest logistics. Flex-
ible hours — 3 — 4 days/week is ideal,
$30-$35/hour depending on experi-

ence. Click here.
*kk

THE
AGRICULTURE
NETWORK

Make great money
and explore the region

MISSION BEACH, N QLD
Caretaker/host couple wanted at
Tranquility Hideaway. We are look-
ing for a couple that has previous
hosting experience and that can
manage guest check in’s, oversee
the cleaning and general house
keeping. We also have acres and
acres of mowing, gardening and
building projects all over the prop-
erty. A “not so tiny home” can be
provided for accommodation, or you
are welcome to stay in your own
van or camper, or a combination of
both. Click here.

ek

MAITLAND, SA

We’re after a friendly, reliable HC
driver (Nov-Dec 2025) to help with
harvest on our Yorke Peninsula
farm. You’ll be driving a Mack rigid
tipper with quad dog, carting wheat,
barley and lentils to Maitland or
Ardrossan silos. Casual work,
weather-dependent hours, and good
rates (casual or contractor). Cara-
van parking and bathroom facilities
available on-farm. You’ll need an HC
licence, tipper/quad dog experience,
and a hands-on attitude. Click here.
MACKAY, QLD

HC Truck Driving positions available
Immediate start for three months.
Click here

ke
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CAR AND VAN STORAGE;
BRISBANE, QLD

We have secure Indoor Storage at Salis-
bury, Brisbane South Side. We also have
secure uncovered storage at Beenleigh.

www.caravanstoragebrisbane.com.au

SWIFT STORGE; HIDDEN
VALLEY, QLD

Offering 13 convenient self storage
locations around QLD and WA, we
have special RV storage in Yeppon and
our upcoming Mackay site.
www.swiftstorage.com.au

YARRA VALLEY CARAVAN,
BOAT & TRAILER STORAGE;
MELBOURNE, VIC

Offers secure, fully fenced storage just
an hour from Melbourne, with easy
7-day access..
www.yarravalleycaravanstorage.com.au

GREAT OCEAN ROAD
STORAGE; TORQUAY, VIC
Our family owned facility offers secure,
tree-sheltered sites with no grass or mud.
GN Special offer: 12 months for $600.
Ph: 0408 993 315

E: gorcaravanstorage@gmail.com

EPIC STORAGE

Safe secure storage options for mo-
torhomes, cars, boats, caravans. Men-
tion the GN'’s and save 50% off your 1st
month storage. PH: 08 8244 8151
Address: Albert Park SA 5014
www.epicstorage.com.au

BOB’S STORAGE; BRIS-
BANE REGION, QLD

Secure, affordable outdoor caravan
storage. Short or Long term, No lock in
Contracts, Access 7 — days, No Hidden
fees. 24/7 Phone and on-site Support
www.bobstorage.com.au

HERVEY BAY CARAVAN
STORAGE; HERVEY BAY, QLD
Offers the perfect solution for your

large storage items. Our secure facility
provides 24-hour access. Covered and
uncovered options, short or long term
Ph: 0407 377 894
www.herveybaycaravanstorage.com.au

ANNEKES / CANVAS

NJS BOB POWER CANVAS;
TOOWOOMBA, QLD
Manufacturer and installer of Rollout
Awnings and Annexes, detailed com-
mercial and private shade sails, boat
and ute canopies, tonneau covers and
more.

www.njsbobpowercanvas.com

SAR MAJOR CANVAS GOODS;
ADELAIDE, SA

We are a family-owned company
established in 1953. We custom manu-
facture a range of products that can

be specifically designed to suit your rig
and budget.

Www.sarmajor.com.au

THE TOURING HUB;
MELBOURNE, VIC

Premium dealership with a mix of new
and pre-loved caravans. Also large ser-
vice facility and a range of accessories.
www.thetouriinghub.com.au
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GO WEIGH; VARIOUS LO-
CATIONS IN AUSTRALIA
Offers a specialist caravan weighing
solution which provides a comprehen-
sive report. Licensed by the Australian
Government to operate our weighing
services. www.goweigh.com.au

ACT/NSW

CHECK WEIGHT

Mobile caravan weighers from Sydney
and the lllawarra to Port Macquarie &
Goulburn, NSW. Our goal is to ensure
caravan owners travel safely and legally
Ph: 0419 693 975
www.checkweight.com.au

WEIGHBOSS

Offering Vehicle, Caravan, Trailer or
Boat weighing. Mobile Service in
Mount Isa region.

Contact Travis — 0439 437 000
www.weighboss.com.au

WEIGH TO TOW; SE QLD

We offer mobile weigh service for vans,
cars, caravans, Rvs. We offer easy to
understand reports and offer advice to
fix any issues.
www.weightotow.com.au

ONLY WEIGH MOBILE
WEIGHBRIDGE;

Servicing S/E QLD and northern NSW.
Provide live and accurate data to set up
your tow vehicle and caravan.

Dave 0484 067 246

Email: info@onlyweigh.com.au

WEIGH IT RIGHT; SE QLD
Full mobile weighing services.
Contact Aaron — 0409 123 544
www.weighitright.com.au

WEIGHT SAFE; BUNDA-
BERG TO GYMPIE, QLD
Over 5 years experience in caravan
and vehicle weighing. Weight compli-
ance is our thing.

Ph: 0491 190 512
www.weightsafe.com.au

MOBILE SAFE WEIGH;
RURAL SA

Provides a mobile weighing service.
Provides professional advice to cli-
ents concerning weight combinations.
Ph: 0434 610 236
www.mobilesafeweigh.com.au

'[[H
YOUR TOW WEIGHT, VIC

Servicing metro Melbourne, Morning-
ton Peninsula, Gippsland and more.We
offer a complete weight analysis with
results provided in simple to read report.
Andy: 0419 380 230
www.yourtowweight.com.au

WEIGH STATION

Weigh Station provides mobile
weighing of your caravan, tow vehicle
or boat. Melbourne & regional VIC
Contact Dion on 0419 516 237
www.weighstation.com.au

ROADTREK; EXPERT RV
CONVERSION SPECIALISTS;
Craigeburn, VIC. Over 16 years of
industry experience. We specialise in
transforming vehicles into your ideal
home on wheels. Ph: 03 8637 5060
Website: www.roadtrek.com.au

SUN POWER MOTOR-
HOMES; UNDERWOOD,
QLD

Custom motorhome fitouts. Husband
and wife team will treat your vehicle as
though it was their own. We build, repair
and modify.
www.sunpowermotorhomes.com.au

DOGGED CAMPERS;
SOUTH COAST, NSW

We specialise in low volume, high-quality
custom-built campervans. We work closely
with and support the customer through

the complexities of van building to ensure
each design is tailored to your needs.
www.doggedcampers.com.au

RV / CARAVAN HIRE

VICTORIAN CARAVAN
HIRE; VIC

From compact vans to larger mod-
els, we take the hassle out of hiring
by making sure everything you need
is included. We’re passionate about
caravanning and proud to help trav-
ellers explore in comfort — without
the stress of ownership.
www.victoriancaravanhire.com.au

CARAVAN HIRE CO; GIPPS-
LAND, VIC

We hire out late model Jayco full
height caravans for couples or families.
We have different sizes and layouts for
you to choose from, all with separate
shower / toilets. Hiring a caravan
before you buy can save you a lot of
money in the long run.
www.caravanhireco.com.au

TOWING COURSES

SUTTON ROAD TRAINING
CENTRE; CANBERRA,
ACT

a 160 acre purpose built driver training
centre located in Canberra. We offer a
range of 4WD, Caravan and Weighing
courses tailored to your needs.

Ph: 02 6297 7187
www.suttonroad.com.au/caravan-
training

ROADCRAFT; GYMPIE,
QLD

Our 4WD and safe towing courses are de-
signed to ensure you set out with absolute
confidence behind the wheel.

Ph: 07 5482 8833
www.roadcraft.org.au

CARAVAN TOWING TUITION;
SEQLD

We can tailor a private full or half
day towing course just for you. Gain
exact skills and knowledge required
to manage your specific rig.
www.caravantowingtuition.com.au

KEEP TRAVELLING CARAVAN
REPAIRS; WOLLONGONG
REGION, NSW

Family owned & operated repair centre
dedicated to offering genuine & reputa-
ble service to all aspects of the caravan
industry.
www.wollongongcaravanrepairs.com.au

KILMORE CARAVAN CENTRE;
KILMORE, VIC

Repairs, maintenance & servicing
for caravans, horse floats & trailers
Address: 117 Northern Hwy
Kilmore, VIC 3764

Ph: 03 4705 8115

Email: admin@kilmorecc.com

ROADTREK; CRAIGBURN, VIC;
We specialise in gas/diesel appliances,
electricity setup, water tank/pump
services, insurance repair specialists
and more. Ph: 03 8637 5060
www.roadtrek.com.au

SYDNEY CARAVAN REPAIRS
Family-run business with excellent
reputation for customer service and
quality repairs. Pickup and delivery.
Phone: 1800 111353

www.sydneycaravanrepairs.com.au

SHAMROCK CARAVAN SHOP;
WYONG, NSW

We offer comprehensive caravan
servicing and repairs to keep you safe
and road ready. Our workshop is fully
equipped and staffed by trade-qualified
technicians.

Ph: (02) 4305 0811

E: info@shamrockcw.au

DISCLAIMER: The Grey
Nomad Times team is not
responsible for any sale,
trade, or other transactions
between advertisers and
respondents. All parties en-
ter into fransactions at their
own risk.

WESTERN CARAVANS;
SUNSHINE, VIC

With over a decade of industry experi-
ence, we've built a strong reputation
for providing high-quality, reliable, and
professional repair services that are
tailored to your specific needs.

Ph: 03 9311 5003
https://westerncaravans.com.au/

RV CONNECTION; LOCATIONS
IN SYDNEY AND HEATHER-
BRAE; NSW

Family business with over 50+ years
experience in the Caravan and RV
Industry. Our team of professional
technicians are factory trained and can
work on all makes and models of cara-
vans, motorhomes & campers covering
a range of repairs, maintenance and
fitment of accessories.

Sydney: sales@rvconnection.com.au
Heatherbrae: newcastlesales@
rvconnection.com.au

APE SUSPENSION; PERTH, WA
We specialise in getting your rig travel-
ready with expert GVM (Gross Vehicle
Mass) and BTC (Braked Towing Capac-
ity) upgrades. We offer a wide range of
services, parts and accessories from
trusted brands
www.apesuspension.com.au

KROPPS CARAVAN SERVICES;
IPSWICH, QLD

Approved Jayco service & repair agent.
All aspects of caravan services &
repairs, ATM upgrades, insurance work
and more.
www.kroppscaravanservices.com.au

THE TRAILER AND CARAVAN
SERVICE MAN; ADELAIDE, SA
Over 16 years experience. Mark is a
reliable and qualified locaal service-
man dedicated to assisting you.
Phone: 0412759864
www.ttcsm-adelaide.com.au

THE CARAVAN PLACE,
WERRIBEE, VIC

Family owned & operated business
offering a one stop show for caravan
sales, parts, service and repairs.
www.thecaravanplace.com.au

OFF-GRID TOURING SOLU-
TIONS; SYDNEY AREA, NSW
We are Sydney’s leading brand for
caravan upgrades. 20 years of experi-
ence, our team offers professional,
affordable caravan repair service.
www.offgridtouring.au
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NEW SOUTH WALES

WOLLEMIART FARM; WOL-
LEMI NATIONAL PARK , NSW
Private rural property surrounded by
the Wollemi National Park. We offer
a number of spacious campsites that
range from intimate to expansive:
enjoy a romantic getaway or bring a
bunch of friends. Amenities include
three spacious loos and, for the Vil-
lage Green campsite, an open shed.
Click here.

BINGHI STATION; TENTER-
FIELD, NSW

Outback property set on 4,000 acres
of natural granite rock country and
untouched overgrowth of lush tea
tree bushlands. Explore and discover
secret hideouts, swim under a flowing
waterfall, enjoy the varied wildlife, or
simply relax beneath a million stars in
the night sky. Designed for the 4WD
enthusiasts, not suited to caravans
over 17°. Shady sites. Click here

POLEYS PLACE; BAR-
RINGTON TOPS, NSW

A restful retreat situated on the banks
of the Barrington River, this scenic
campground offers camping along
1km stretch of pristine river frontage,
amongst beautiful shady river oaks,
willows and bottle brush trees, where
you can spend your days adventur-
ing, relaxing in the river or by your
campfire. Click here

NORTHERN TERRITORY

TUMBLING WATERS HOLI-
DAY PARK, NT

Set on 100 acres, nestled mong lush
tropical gardens, this idyllic tropical
oasis is 25 minutes from Drawin near
Berry Springs. We offer a range of ac-
commodation options including shady
grassed caravan and camping sites
and new saltwater pool. Click here

HAWTHORNE FARM; TEE-
BAR, QLD

Nine private, mown-grass campsites
tucked away along Teebar Creek, Vic-
toria Grace Creek, our billabong, and
our picturesque wetland. Each site

is completely secluded — no other
campers in sight — and available for
stays from 2 to 7 nights. Access var-
ies from easy 4WD RV sites to spots
perfect for 4WD caravans, camper
vans, or pop-up campers.All visitors
must be self-contained. Click here

MOSSMAN GOLF CLUB
RV CAMP AREA, QLD

21 Van, RV Sites for fully self
contained campers. Surrounded by
Golf Course to the West and Sugar
Cane Fields to the East. Free Social
Club membership to obtain member
Bar Prices & Daily Happy Hour Bar
Prices and free internet. Click here

GN FRIENDLY CAMPSITES

FOXBAR FALLS CAMP,
STANTHORPE, QLD

We offer 500 ha of privately owned
bush with mountains large granite rock,
cascade waterfalls and lakes. There
are 80 sites with toilets hot showers

& WFI. Each site has a rock table and
fire pit. Click here

PACIFIC SUN FRIENDS;
DONNYBROOK, QLD

We welcome nature enthusiasts to
our Clothing Optional Campgrounds
located in a hidden peaceful pocket
of Donnybrook We provide two (2)
amenity blocks with toilets & hot
showers. Click here

NORMAMAY DOWNS FARM-
STAY; BUNDABERG, QLD
Wake up to the gentle sounds of birds,
breathe in the fresh country air, and
relax as time slows down around you.
During your stay, experience the best
of both worlds — the serenity of farm
life. Price: $25/ per RV. Click here

MULGOWIE HALL CAMP
GROUNDS, QLD

Campsites with views up the Valley to
Mount Castle. Relax under the trees
and enjoy the beauty of the nearby
farmland. Shaded, grassed campsites
that are powered or non powered,
with amenities. Rates are $25 per
night powered site and $20 per night
unpowered site. Dogs on a leash are
welcome. Click here.

STANDOWN PARK; GYMPIE,
QLD

Nestled on 18 lush acres beside Tool-
ara Pine Forest. Beautiful gardens,
quiet and safe surrounds with plenty
of open space and is a clean, relaxed
and unique getaway experience with
all your amenities and extensive
camp kitchen. Click here.

RIVERSIDE BURRUM
HEADS; QLD

Offers a traditional camping experi-
ence. Campfires, pet friendly, flushing
toilets, hot showers, heaps of space,
beautiful scenery, wildlife, fish and
launch your tinny/kayak. Click here

GOOMBURA VALLEY
CAMPGROUND; SOUTH-
ERN DOWNS, QLD

Located on the Southern Downs and
situated on the banks of Dalrymple
Creek, we have flat, grassed, shady
areas for you to camp in peace. We
have powered and unpowered camp-
sites available, most with a firepit Well
behaved pets are welcome Click here

WESTERN CREEK CAMP-
ING GROUND; GEORGE-
TOWN, QLD

Quiet, peaceful & relaxing bush setting
with plenty of space & unpowered sites
suitable for all types of set ups — tents,
caravans, motor homes. Generators

& campfires are allowed, and pets are
welcome. Flushing toilets & hot show-
ers provided for all campers Click here

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

CAMP NYROCA, WANGARY,
SA

A peaceful escape just 20 minutes
from Coffin Bay and 40 minutes from
Port Lincoln. Free from sand and
coastal winds, this tranquil spot is the
ideal place to unwind and experience
the calm of the Eyre Peninsula. Shared
access to recreation hall, camp kitch-
en, flushing toilets and hot showers are
included in your stay! Click here

COONATTO STATION;
FLINDERS RANGES, SA

We are a family owned 14,000 acre
sheep and cattle property. Enjoy a
picturesque natural spring and plenty
of spce to enjoy sunrises, sunsets and
beautiful night skies. Click here

KIMBA FREE CAMP, SA
Come meet new friends in our fully
equipped multi-award winning, free
camp, with stays up to 5 nights. With
coin-operated showers, free BBQs,
Camp Kitchen, Dump Point, all access
amenities, a book swap, and all just
outside your chosen site. The Camp
has been designed to accommodate
vehicles of all sizes and is located
within a few minutes’ walk of the town
centre. Click here.

ALMERTA STATION BUSH
CAMPS; FLINDERS RANG-
ES, SA

Our unique bush campsites are
designed for privacy, allowing guests
to immerse themselves in nature
while enjoying modern comforts. Each
campsite is equipped with essential
amenities including long drop toilet and
fire pits for an authentic outback expe-
rience. Accessible via well-maintained
dirt roads suitable for caravans and
motorhomes. Click here.

TASMANIA

CRAYFISH CREEK VAN AND
CABIN PARK & SPA HOUSE;
STANLEY, TAS

The park provides cabin accommo-
dation as well as Secluded serviced
camp sites. Wander around and enjoy
the beaches, shell coves, creeks and
forest reserves; all just a short stroll
away. Click here

VICTORIA

LANG LANG CARAVAN
PARK; JAM JERRUP, VIC
Located on the Westernport Foreshore
opposite French Island Marine National
Park. The park is a short drive to Phillip
Island and a range of other tourist at-
tractions. An ideal location to relax and
enjoy, fishing, boating, and kayaking,
or simply sit back in front of a campfire
and enjoy the brilliant sunsets

Click here

DISCLAIMER: The Grey
Nomad Times team is not
responsible for any sale,
trade, or other transactions
between advertisers and
respondents. All parties en-
ter into fransactions at their

own risk.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

GNARALOO STATION; NIN-
GALOO REEF, WA

3 mile camp offers ablution blocks,
flushing toilets, unpowered sites and a
shop bordering the beach.

We are famous for our wildlife, stun-
ning coastline, snorkelling, waves and
fishing. Click here

KARAJINI ECO RETREAT;
KARIJINI NATIONAL PARK,
WA

Safari-style eco tents, cabins and
campsites nestled in beautiful
bushland at the edge of Joffre Gorge
(Jijingunha), along with a popular
outback restaurant and bar, camp bush
kitchens with barbeques, a kiosk sup-
plying snacks and souvenirs, guided
tours, and access to the Park’s walks
and hiking trails. Stay under the stars
in the campground, or in comfortable
glamping accommodation. Click here

LEWANA COTTAGES CAMP-
ING SITE; BALINGUP WA

We offer campers a rare blend of
tranqility, comfort and unspoiled
wilderness. The property is adjacent

to the Golden Valley Tree Park and is
surrounded by jarrah, karri and marri
forests, There are a range of facilities
to suit every kind of camper. Click here

LINGA LONGA FARMSTAY
PORT GREGORY, WA

1853 Historic site. Over the road from
the beach & near to the Pink Lake.
Dogs & Motor Bikes WelcomeHot
showers/toilets. On Main coastal road
to Kalbarri Good walking tracks/fishing
Click here.

THE CAMP; WAVE ROCK
SHORT STAY; HYDEN, WA
Offering 16 large unpowered nature-
based camping sites with access to
potable water and disability accessible
toilet. Pet friendly, Generators permit-
ted between 7am — 9pm, $25 per night
for up to SIX people in ONE vehicle.
Click here.

STARGAZERS FOREST
HIDEAWAY; PEMBERTON,
WA

Rustic ensuite sites are set up for all
types of caravans, camper trailers and
campers ... large or small. Each site
has a hot water rain shower, toilet, bar-
becue, fire pit, large 6x3 floor mat, and
undercover wooden deck space.

Pet friendly. Click here

GLADSTONE BAY; SHARK
BAY REGION, WA

No bookings required, Sites always
available. Campground open 24/7.
Historic site, wilderness camping on
foreshore. Flushing toilets, Artesian
water on site (not drinking) Click here
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